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ship, the abolition of the Cabinet system, the termina-
tion of the Whig ascendancy.

The advent of the young King soon brought the
great and glorious Newcastle-Pitt coalition to an end.
The coalition, in fact, was not nearly so strong as it
looked; and a very small amount of sapping brought
it down. Newcastle was intensely jealous of Pitt, and
eagerly welcomed the royal assistance in getting rid of
him; the rest of the Cabinet profoundly despised New-
castle, and made no effort to save him when his turn
came. Only two days after his accession, George IIL
adrnitted Bute to his Privy Council. Early in 1761
Holderness, the colleague of Pitt in the Secretaryship
of State, was persuaded to resign, and Bute was
pushed into his place. This made him a member of
the Cabinet, enabled him to keep the King informed
of its most secret consultations, and gave him constant
opportunity to impose the royal policy on the dis-
tracted Ministers. In October, 1761, he ventured
openly to oppose Pitt, who demanded immediate war
with Spain; Newcastle sided with him; the rest of the
Cabinet, outraged by Pitt's overbearing manner, gave
their support; Pitt resigned. This was George's first
great triumph. From that date Newcastle, who hither-
to had been humoured, found himself the object of
the King's machinations. In a thousand subtle ways
he was insulted and neglected. Bute, and not he, was
the recipient of the King's confidence, and the means
of his communications with the Ministers. The patron-
age which so long he had controlled was assumed by
the King himself, and Newcastle's nominations were
studiously and, on principle, ignored. For some
months Newcastle, inwardly fuming but outwardly
humble and meek, withstood the royal persecution;
but by May, 1762, not even he could tolerate it any
more, and accordingly he resigned. He had been con-
tinuously in office, with the brief exception of Devon-
shire's Ministry, for forty-five years. The King showed
his sense of his long services to the Whig party by